Family Church @ Home – Advent 2020
This weekend we are entering the season of Advent,
where we think about Mary and Joseph preparing for
the birth of baby Jesus.
We remember how an angel appeared to Mary and
told her that she would have a really special baby.
Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem, and it was
there, in an uncomfortable stable that Jesus was born.
The people who walk in darkness
will see a great light.
For those who live in a land of
deep darkness,
a light will shine - Isaiah 9:2

Christmas this year is likely to be rather different for us
all but in the middle of all the uncertainty it is good to
remember that Advent is a time of expectation and
hope.
“Advent” means “arrival” or “coming,” and it prompts
us to pause each day in December and remember why
Jesus came at Christmas. Traditions vary , but common
ways of commemorating Jesus’ birth are through
Advent calendars, wreaths, and candles.
We do hope you enjoy our newsletter and trying some
of the fun activities as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’
birth which is as exciting and relevant today as it was
all those years ago.

Advent Candles
Many churches light a candle for the four Sundays of Advent in a special Advent Ring then
another one in the middle on Christmas Day. The first three candles are often purple, the fourth
pink and the white is the one in the middle. The candles remind us of the love, hope, joy and
peace that the arrival of baby Jesus means for us all.
Why not have a go at making your own advent candle or advent wreath?
Idea 1 – Decorate your own plain candle with Sharpie pens for the 24 days of
Advent. Measure and mark out the days and decorate with holly, trees etc as
you wish!
Idea 2 – Cover cardboard tubes with coloured paper and create a garland for the
candles to sit on. Insert cardboard or pipe cleaner “flames “ or LED tealights.
Idea 3 – Make a mini wreath with birthday cake candles and playdough!

Advent Calendars
Another fun thing to do over Advent is to open
the windows of an Advent calendar. Chocolate
calendars are good, but we have three more
ideas below you might like to try too!
Christmas Kindness Calendar
You might like to try our alternative Advent calendar where
you try to do something kind for someone else over the
Advent period.
Fabulous Advent Calendar Puppet Show!
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4LOMMAz1tj9n_Jbrhfjt0
VgowLapAkA
John Hardwick of GenR8,has produced this fun puppet nativity with
Rocking Angels, Brave Shepherds, Cool Wisemen and a Baddie King
Herod telling the real meaning of Christmas. You could:
a) Open a window like an Advent Calendar with 24 windows
counting down to Christmas. As you click on the window it
opens and you see a puppet song/script which goes through
the Christmas story. Each window is only 2 to 4 minutes long
so you can watch one each day or two per day in a
countdown to Christmas?
Or b) You could watch it all in one go!

Play All - You could have a special Christmas treat by watching in like
a film and watch it all in one sitting which will lasts approximately 40
minutes

Christmas Kindness
Advent Calendar
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Pay five people
a compliment

Play a game
with someone
who is on their
own

Hold the door
open for
someone

Do a chore at
home without
being
asked

Leave a small
bunch of
flowers on your
family’s dining
table

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Set up a
nativity scene
where you can
see it
daily

Feed the birds!

Call an older
person in your
life to say hello

Let a friend go
in front of you
in the line at
school

Do a secret act
of kindness

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

If you have
been naughty,
write a little
note to your
mum or dad to
say sorry

Speak to an old
friend you have
not chatted to
for a
while

Tidy up
someone else’s
mess without
being
asked

Hide a happy
note for
someone to find

Give a
friend/family
member your
full attention for
an evening

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Sing a few
Christmas
carols with all
your
heart!

Make a thank
you card for
your teacher

Make a
Christmas
decoration and
give it
to a
friend

Tidy up and
decorate your
room for
Christmas!

Make a
Christmassy
sign for your
window

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Read the
Christmas story

Leave a card
Make some
and little gift for Christmas
your postman
cookies for
someone who
cares for you

List all the
things you are
grateful for

Celebrate!
It’s
Christmas!

Why not make a Christingle and display it in your window?

Christingle services are held throughout
Christmas but particularly during Advent in
school or church. Christingles are oranges
wrapped in red tape, decorated with sweets,
with a candle on the top.
People often sing Christmas carols and say a
“thank you” prayer while they are making the
Christingles.

‘Virtual’ Christingle Services 2020
Ely Cathedral - 14th December at 1.30pm The Diocese of Ely Education Directorate –
Engage Grow Deepen (outlook.com)
th

All Saints Offord – 24 December at 9.30am
- All Saints Offord - YouTube
St Mary’s Buckden – 24th December at
3.30pm – St Mary’s Buckden YouTube

During the service, each person takes a
Christingle, and the candles are all lit to create
a warm, special glow symbolising the light of
Christ and bringing hope to people living in
darkness.
Each element of a Christingle has a special
meaning and helps to tell the Christian story:
•
•
•
•

The orange represents the world
The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the
love and blood of Christ
The sweets and dried fruit represent all
of God’s creations
The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in
the world, bringing hope to people
living in darkness.

Why not make one at home this year?

an orange
a small candle
red ribbon/tape
cocktail sticks
At a children’s service in Marienborn in 1747,
dried fruit/sweets
Bishop Johannes de Watteville looked for a
a small piece of foil 4 cm x 4 cm
simple way to explain the happiness that had
come to people through Jesus, and created a
symbol — the Christingle — to do this.
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Fun Things to Make at Advent

Photo tree decorations for relatives you might not see this Christmas

Advent Wreath

Story stones to remind you of the Christmas story

Advent wreath

Advent biscuits
Table decoration

Resource Page
Some fun video links
Christmas starts with a baby's giggle
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOByXwK-g94
It Begins in Bethlehem – Our 2020 Christmas story for children – Bible Society
www.youtube.com/watch?v=D06k9vulAVQ
Happyland Nativity - The Christmas Story www.youtube.com/watch?v=6a4pxLGNDy8&t=3s
Puppets - Bethlehem rhapsody
www.youtube.com/watch?v=pW1pbuyGlQ0
Christmas According to Kids (Children voices, adult actors) www.youtube.com/watch?v=suowe2czxcA
The Well Good News of Christmas - Bible Society www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgrOwFKeGWg

Link to 30 fun ways to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas at
home
https://godventure.co.uk/news/30-ways-to-celebrate-jesus-atchristmas/

Advent Bingo!
https://joyfulcatholicfamilies.com/nativity-bingo/

A Prayer for Advent
Heavenly Father,
At the end of such a difficult year, may we look
forward with thanks and with joy to Christmas
and to celebrating the birth of your Son,
remembering the many people for whom
Christmas will be difficult and who need our
help. Amen

As ever, with thanks to Debbie Hill and GenR8.
Me

